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Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


16 June 1997 
The District Court 
Not Applicable 

Story of O/Erotic Passion Part-1 

The Story of "O", Erotic Passions 

Just Jaeckin/Not Stated 

Gerard Lorin/Eric Rochat/Not Stated 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Video Recording VHS/PAL 

France/Not Stated 

English/German 


Components of film originally examined: 


Feature: 

Story of 0 

Running time: 

92.37 


Erotic Passion Part-1 


89.37 

Trailers: 

Debris 

Running time: 

2.21 



Total Running time: 

184.35 


Excision/Alteration: No. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled Story of O/Erotic Passion Part-1 is classified as: 
Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

This classification is due to the sexualised images of violence and the degrading 
portrayal of women in the sadomasochistic drama, as well as the sexual content and 
express focus on female nudity presented throughout the publication. 

The video recording contains two components. The first, Story of O, is a woman's 
masochistic fantasy of being subjugated by sadistic males. The drama couches the 
degradation of women within an elaborately contrived environment of role-playing. 
Within this fantasy construct, men playing a dominant role restrain, whip and sexually 
violate women. The sexualised violence is sublime, with a titillating focus on the 
women's nakedness and pained expressions as the men beat them. The women 
accept this treatment, with O, the main character, carrying this further, becoming 
masochistic, as she finds the punishment arousing. As it is a fantasy within a drama, 
the distance from reality lessens the extremity of the portrayal. In addition, the 1970's 
production dates the presentation, which means that it appears less credible to the 
contemporary viewer. 
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Following this component is Erotic Passion Part-1. This is a German production 
showing women's body piercings. The women adorn themselves and display their 
pierced genitals and nipples. Amongst the focused shots there are scenes of sex 
between a man and a woman, and two women. The protracted focus on the women's 
sex parts as they display their body adornments dehumanises them. This perspective 
is, however, more inspective than arousing in itself. Furthermore, the women control 
the inspection by displaying their genitals and nipples themselves. Although highly 
impactful, other material of a less extreme nature surrounds these objectifying images 
so that they do not overwhelm the publication. 

For these reasons, the publication's availability may be injurious to the public good 
unless restricted to an adult audience. This classification overrides the rights and 
freedoms outlined in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, but is considered to be 
a reasonable limit prescribed by law to avoid any likely injury being caused. 
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